
Course Title: Studio Art 1, Semester 1, Flex, Monday-Friday
Instructor: Angela Cragg, MS in Art Edu.
Contact Information: acragg@finneyschool.org
Class Website: Finneyart.org

Course Description:
Studio Art is an exciting half year course which introduces students to the Elements of Art and
Principles of Design while developing drawing skills and painting techniques. Studio experiences in the
classroom will give students opportunities to utilize a variety of media (pencil, pen, ink, charcoal,
pastel, watercolor, and tempera paint) while developing the student’s individual style and creative
problem solving skills. Students will demonstrate their ability to respond, analyze, and interpret their
own artwork and the work of others through discussions, critiques, and writings.

Instructional Philosophy:
Art is a creative process of inquiry. Artists create shapes, manipulate materials, and define space in
order to express ideas and emotions. The Charles Finney School Art Department believes that all
students need an art education, exposure to art criticism, aesthetics and art history, as well as studio
experience. Art is an extension of bringing greater glory to God based on a biblical perspective.

Course Goals:
-To provide a sound aesthetic and technological foundation allowing the student to prepare for higher
education or career goals,

-To provide a well-rounded curriculum that will contribute to the continuing education of the student,
-To provide a learning atmosphere that will encourage and enable the student to create, -To teach
students to use their powers of observation along with their ability to analyze and think critically

Course Objectives:
-To be able to use many different media, including pencil, charcoal, paint, pastel, clay, and other
media, proficiently.

-To be able to state and understand the meaning of the elements and principles of art proficiently.
-To understand that past artists/art history plays a role in the art that we create today. -To be able
to find your own artistic vision and creative potential by the end of the course.

NYS/Finney Standards:
#1: Understanding and applying media, techniques, and processes
#2: Using knowledge of structures and functions
#3: Choosing and evaluating a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas
#4: Understanding the visual arts in relation to history and cultures
#5: Reflecting upon and assessing the characteristics and merits of their work and the work of

others
#6: Making connections between visual arts and other disciplines
Materials needed:



-Sketchbook or a 1” 3 Ring Binder (preferred)
-Set of 16 Colored Pencils
-Everything else will be provided

Sketchbook:
A binder will be kept as a record of the creative thought process and technical development. It will be
used for sketches, as a notebook for vocabulary, key terms, and processes. Sketchbooks will become a
great resource. A binder must be purchased before the end of Week 1. One from a previous class will
be acceptable.

Assessment of Artistic Process:
Projects and homework will be graded using a standard rubric consisting of a list of required
criteria. This rubric is used as a template for each work. Students will be evaluated using the
following criteria:

CHARACTER: A polite, Christian attitude is expected to maintain a positive learning environment.
All tasks should be met with respect and an outlook for growth. Fostering good relationships and
getting along with peers are crucial in an art studio. Students will address the instructor with respect
and listen when given instruction. Students must adhere to the Positive Environment policy. 20%

CONTENT: An understanding of lesson objectives, key terms, and techniques is essential. Students
will incorporate the ideas that they have been learning into their work. The Elements of Art and
Principles of Design are infused into each project. Students will participate in classroom discussions
and implement art terms using visual language when critiquing and evaluating art. 20%

CREATIVITY: Application of Elements of Art and Principles of Design is required. Students are
aware of design, utilizing the elements of design to achieve the principles. Imaginative and creative
thinking and expression is consistent with an imaginative approach. Students show the ability to
develop ideas with intelligence and originality and take extra care to work out ideas in order to achieve
the best possible solution/s to the assignment. 20%

CRAFTSMANSHIP: Students finish projects and preliminary work employing the skill set
demonstrated in class. A careful construction with fully refined techniques is essential. The
presentation of the artwork has been thoroughly thought out. Students have fulfilled the assignment
requirements by the due date and have left the work in the appropriate place for evaluation. 20%

CLASS PARTICIPATION: Students are required to use class time, materials, and space efficiently.
Having diligent work habits, a depth of focus, and concentration are mandatory characteristics. Projects
must be completed with care from the beginning to the end of assignment. Students are prepared to
work to the best of their ability, on time for class, aware how the art room is organized, maintains a
clean and tidy room, and are fully responsible for clean-up procedures. 20%

Total of 100%



Grading Scale:
Advanced 90 – 100%
Proficient 80 – 89%
Novice 70 – 79%
Attempt 60 – 69%

Late work policy:
Because of the nature of the mediums that we work in, transporting artworks home is not always
feasible. All projects must be completed in the art studio, unless otherwise instructed. Students will be
given a sufficient amount of time depending on the pace of students. A specific due date will be given
for each assignment. The students will be well aware of these due dates and they will be told each class,
so no excuses can be made. If a student has missed class or needs extra instruction, they may be
required to make up work during their study hall or eat their lunch in the art studio while completing
assignments.

Late Deductions for Homework
The overall expectation will always be that homework is to be done and turned in on time. To
earn full credit, this will always be the case.
a. Homework turned in on time will earn full credit.
b. Homework turned in one day late will earn 80% credit.
c. Homework turned in two days late will earn 50% credit.
d. Homework not completed by the third day will receive a 0% and cannot be made up. e.
“Extra work” or “Extra Credit” in an effort to boost a grade is not part of the Finney culture
as it pertains to homework.

Late Deductions for Projects

If a student is absent when work is assigned, s/he is given the same amount of time to turn it in. If a
student knows of an assignment/due date, but is absent on the due date, it is to be turned in on the
first day the student returns.
1 DAY LATE= HALF OFF GRADE EARNED
2 DAYS LATE= 0- NO WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER 1 DAY LATE

CLASS IS IN SESSION EVERY DAY, MONDAY-FRIDAY, IN SEMESTER 1
(QUARTERS 1 & 2). MAKE SURE THAT YOU ARE IN CLASS EACH DAY. EACH
DAY YOU ARE OUT. YOU ARE STILL RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MATERIAL
MISSED.

Behavior and Discipline
Each classroom has the same policy. When the teacher is talking and there is a disruption, one
warning will be given and the second offense will result in either a lunch detention or after-school
detention.
Lunch Detention Criteria: Rude comments, 3 times late to class, Not following school rules, Late
homework, Off task, and 3 times unprepared.



After-school detention criteria:
Bullying, Defiance, Throwing objects, Arguing with teacher, Dangerous use of materials or breaking
tools, and Disrespect

Any infraction will result in disciplinary action as deemed necessary by Mrs. Cragg’s discretion,
including the right to hold a student after class, giving a lunch detention, cleaning opportunity, referral
for principal’s office, conference with parents, etc. I have read this document and pledge to adhere to
its policies.

UNITS OF STUDY/ASSIGNMENTS
This is a tentative in-class assignments schedule. A sketchbook assignment will be provided at
the beginning of each week and must be returned by Friday of the same week for full credit. See
late homework policy for deductions.

#1 SKETCHBOOK COVER (MIXED MEDIA)

#2 NEVELSON ASSEMBLAGE (RECYCLED MEDIA)

#3 IN GOD WE TRUST (COLORED PENCIL RENDERING)

#4 OAXACAN ANIMALS (PLASTER GAUZE & ACRYLIC)

#5 CROSS MY HEART (CERAMIC CROSS)

#6 GAUDI'S ARCHITECTURE (WATERCOLOR)

#7 ARPILLERAS (PAPER COLLAGE)



Do Something Greater
STUDIO SYLLABUS FOR BOTH STUDENTS AND PARENTS & CLASS WEBSITE:

Finneyart.org

PLEASE GO TO THIS SITE AS OFTEN AS POSSIBLE TO CHECK FOR UPDATES, READ OVER
THE SYLLABUS, OR LOOK OVER THE CURRICULUM FOR THIS CLASS. Students and parents
should sign below stating that this syllabus has been read by both student and parent. I must have this
back to me by the end of the second week of class.

I have read the Syllabus, Course Description, the Policy of maintaining a positive Christian
environment. I will adhere to the policies and expectations and will show respect to others and Mrs.
Cragg in Studio Art.

________________________________________Date_________________
Student’s Signature

________________________________________ Date_________________
Parent/Guardian’s Signature

Student contact information:

Name:

Email:

Parent contact information:

Name:

Email:

Phone:

DOES YOUR CHILD HAVE AN ALLERGY TO LATEX? YES OR NO

Opportunities for Extra Help:
Extra help is available upon request during an agreed upon free period or after school. It is required for the student to
schedule a time to meet with the teacher.

ANGELA CRAGG, MS In Art Edu.
The Charles Finney School, 2070 Five Mile Line Rd., Penfield, NY 14526

Fax: (585)387-3771 Phone: (585)387-3770 www.finneyschool.org


